ITALIAN  AMERICANS

back to Italy on a visit and met Mussolini, and the
Pope of Rome, and Balbo gave me a big banquet, but
I think the happiest I've ever been is the moment I
became a full-fledged American citizen. America has
done everything for me."

Gene Pope, with his vast wealth, has done a good
deal for Italians, both Italian Americans and the
peasants back home, and in addition to giving him a
banquet in Rome they made him Grand Officer of the
Order of the Crown of Italy and Commander of the
Order of the Holy Sepulchre.

As I left him and thanked him he told me I should
be sure and go to see Ercole Locatelli, the Gorgonzola
cheese king.

Going away, I reflected that Artisan Curri and Mil-
lionaire Pope had two things in common. They were
both of peasant origin, and both were sending their
sons to a big American university. Mr Locatelli, how-
ever, turned out to be " a totally different breed of
cat," which is their way of saying " horse of another
colour" in the Piedmont. He is the product of a
powerful family, cultured as well as rich, as much
interested in the fine arts as in cheeses; transplanted
from big business in Italy to big business in America,
housed in a marble building that looks like a bank at
27 Varick Street, with branches in London and Buenos
Aires, controlling nearly all of the cheese import from
Italy, and controlling also its principal manufacture
back there. I had gone to his office for information
about cheese and spaghetti and olive oil, but found a
gentleman who was more interested in art and books,
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